
Stormy's Tidbits
You should never pour used motor 
oil on the ground or into storm 
drains.  One quart of oil can 
pollute 250,000 gallons of water 
and harm fish and wildlife.  Take 
used motor oil to a collection site 
to be recycled.  
Remember only 
rain down the 
storm drain!  
Report illicit 
discharges, 
leaks and 
spills to the 
Stormwater Hotline, 

(580)581-3565.  
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SOUTHWEST STORMWATER CONFERENCE
Lawton partnered with ODEQ to host stormwater training. Networking 
opportunities, the latest rules and regulations, SWP3 examples and 
site inspection tips were just a few of the many benefits offered at the 
workshop. More than 40 developers, engineers, inspectors and 
citizens participated in the event.  If you missed the meeting, the 
presentations can be viewed at 
http://www.deq.state.ok.us/wqdnew/stormwater/index.html.
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PRESENTATIONS
The stormwater outreach team offers specialized presentations for all ages and groups. If you are looking for a speaker 
for you next meeting give us a call.  The presentations can be modified to meet your target audience and can range from 
15 minutes to 1 hour.  The talk covers what is stormwater, why pollution prevention is important and how everyone plays 
a part in protecting water quality.  A hands-on model, coloring books and activity sheets and give-a-ways help drive the 
point home.  Stormy D. Frog will even make an appearance upon request!

Fish with a Message
The Stormwater Division gave 
170 squeezable bass to the 
Oklahoma Blood Institute for 
distribution at local blood drives. 
Each fish has the hotline number 
and “All drains flow to creek” 
message printed on them.  
These are being circulated as a 
way to increase awareness that 
stormwater flows untreated to 
area waterways.

Keep Informed

Information about stormwater regulations, 
program updates and upcoming projects can 
be found online at   
“Like” the City of Lawton Environmental 
Service's facebook page to receive 
conservation and pollution prevention tips.

Looking for Volunteers

Take advantage of opportunities to make a 
difference within the local watershed by 
hosting or attending a stream clean-up or 
drain marking event.

Earth Change Permit Tips

Review your SWPPP, inspect your site and 
make corrective actions! The new regulations 

thtook effect December 13 . The inspector will 
be visiting all locations to ensure compliance. 

www.cityof.lawton.ok.us.

Artistic Rain Barrel Auction
Area artists got an opportunity to display 
their work and make some cash during the 
artistic rain barrel outreach event.  
More than 150 people took time out of 
their busy holiday schedules to attend. 
58 barrels were sold by Stallings Auction.  
Many schools and non-profit organizations 
participated as a way to raise money.  
The project was a huge success and will 
be continued in spring of 2014.

Stormwater

Hotline

(580) 581-3565
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Keep Informed
Information about stormwater regulations, 

program updates and upcoming projects can be 
found online at   “Like” 

the City of Lawton Environmental Service's 
facebook page to receive conservation and 

pollution prevention tips. 

www.cityof.lawton.ok.us.

 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SY2HVJJ      

Win Prizes
Take a stormwater survey at

for a chance to win prizes.  Your responses will 
help us to evaluate our program. 

Earth Change Permit Tips
When conducting mass grading, remember that 
temporary stabilization (covering bare soil) must 
be initiated as soon as possible and be completed 
within fourteen days in any portion of your site 
which is at final grade or  will not have any further 
construction activity performed on it within 
fourteen days.  Consider using 'Smart  
Construction Methods' to reduce stormwater 
management  costs.
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Rain Harvesting 101

 

Trash Off
Do you have old paint, unwanted pesticide and used oil collecting 
dust around your house?  The City will be holding a household 
hazardous waste collection event on April 27th in McMahon 
Auditorium Parking Lot. There is no disposal fee and no limit to what 
you could bring or even how much.  Free food and refreshments will 
be available at the collection site.

May is Flood Awareness Month
Turn around don't drown.  Floods are the #1 most common natural 
disaster in the United States.  Just 6 inches of rapidly moving flood 
water can knock a person down.  Individuals need to be prepared to 
protect themselves and their property.  The City of Lawton has an 
Al l  Harzard Mit igation Plan that addresses f looding. 
For more information, call 581-3478.

The City of Lawton is partnering with OSU for a rain harvesting class. 
The workshop will be held on April 16th from 8am - 5pm at  212 SW 9th 
Street.  Participants will learn how to design, install and maintain a rain 
water collection system.  This event is free and open to the public. 
The first 20 individuals registered will receive a 200 gallon tote.

 UPCOMING EVENTS

EARTH DAY - GET INVOLVED
This environmental movement has been celebrated each April 22 since 
1970.  Millions of Americans participate in the fight for a clean 
environment. You can pitch in, help clean up our environment and make 
a difference in Lawton.  The stormwater outreach team offers stream 
clean-up and storm drain marking events along with specialized 
presentations for all ages and groups.  If you are looking for a way to 
make a difference in the environment, give us a call.  Stormy D. Toad will 
even make an appearance upon request!

Stormy's Tidbits
Car washing is a common routine for 
residents. Outdoor car washing can result in 
detergent-rich water flowing down the street 
and into the storm drains. This water may 
contain high amounts of nutrients, metals, 
and hydrocarbons. It is recommended to use 
a commercial facility that recycles their water 
and treats it prior to release to the 
sanitary sewer system. Other 
alternatives would be 
to wash cars on 
gravel, grass, or other 
permeable surfaces, 
use hoses with nozzles 
that automatically turn off 
when left unattended and 
using biodegradable soaps.  
Remember only rain down 
the storm drain!  Report illicit 
discharges, leaks and spills 
to the Stormwater Hotline @ (580)581-3565.
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Stay Informed
Information about stormwater regulations, program 
updates and upcoming projects can be found online at 
www.cityof.lawton.ok.us.  "Like" the City of Lawton 
Environmental Service's facebook page to receive 
conservation and pollution prevention tips.

Stormy's Tidbits for a Better Tomorrow
Reuse rainwater. 

Plant a rain garden.

Install a patio, sidewalk, or driveway that absorbs rainwater.

Practice creek-friendly car maintenance.

Don't pour hazardous products into street gutters or storm 
drains.

Limit your use of pesticides and fertilizers.

Make sure your trash doesn't end up in the creek.

Smoker? Put your cigarette butts in the trash.

Pick up after your pet.

Collecting rainwater is a simple way to help 
reduce storm water runoff and lessen demands on Lawton's water 
supply. Rainwater is great for irrigating gardens or watering indoor 
plants. 

 Direct the rainwater from your roof, driveway, 
and walkways to a garden containing native, drought-resistant 
plants. A rain garden absorbs rainwater and breaks down pollutants 
naturally instead of allowing polluted water to flow to the creek. 

 New 
paving materials allow rain to soak in rather than run off. 

 Don't wash your car in a 
driveway or on the street, which sends harmful chemicals into storm 
drains to end up in the creek. Instead, take your car to a car wash 
facility where the water is diverted to a wastewater treatment plant. 
Also, check your car regularly for leaks - oil and gas residues left on 
the road will eventually be flushed into the creek.

 Once they enter the storm drain system, hazardous 
chemicals end up in the creek, harming fish, birds, and other wildlife. 
Always take toxic household and yard products to a hazardous 
waste collection facility. 

 These chemicals will 
be washed off your lawn and ultimately into the Creek. Pesticides 
can harm aquatic life such as fish and amphibians, and fertilizer 
releases phosphorus into our waterways, which can cause algal 
blooms that deplete oxygen and block sunlight in the water.

 Dispose of litter 
responsibly. Check your trash and recycle bins to be sure they're 
firmly closed. Better yet, limit your use of disposable items to help 
reduce waste.

 Don't drop cigarette 
butts on the sidewalk or throw them into gutters or storm drains, 
where they'll be washed into the creek. Cigarette filters are made of 
plastic that does not break down in the environment. They release 
toxic chemicals, including arsenic and lead, and also get trapped the 
digestive tracts of fish, birds, and animals.

 Bacteria, parasites, and viruses from pet 
waste can easily wash into storm drains and end up in the creek 
without being treated.

Remember only rain down the storm drain!  
Report illicit discharges, leaks and spills to the Stormwater Hotline, 

(580)581-3565.  
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Get Involved
The stormwater outreach team offers stream clean-up, 
storm drain marking events and specialized 
presentations for all ages and groups.  If you are looking 
for a way to make a difference in the environment, give 
us a call.  Stormy D. Frog will even make an appearance 
upon request!  

Mosquitoes, Mosquitoes, Mosquitoes
Follow these tips to ward off these pests.  

Make sure doors and window screens are 
in good working condition. 

Avoid being outdoors at dusk and dawn because 
these are times when mosquitoes are most active.  

Wear long sleeves and pants when outdoors.

Use a repellent containing either DEET, Picaridin, 
IR3535 or Oil of Lemon Eucalyptus and remember to 
always follow label instructions.  

Drain any standing water around your homes, 
especially in rain gutters or tires.

Most importantly, spread the word and discuss 
this information with others!

•

•

•
•

•

•

FRIDAY, JULY 26TH 
9am -12pm

Participants must be 
between 6 and 12 years old.

WORKSHOP FEE 
$5 per child

UPCOMING EVENTS
Kid's Environmental Workshop

Space limited to first 40 registered children.

Great Plains
Technology Center

Room 801



Now that we've enjoyed our pools, let's make sure 
stormy and his friends still get to enjoy theirs!  If 
you drain your pool or filter backwash to storm 
drains, the discharge goes directly to local creeks 
with no treatment! Chlorine, bromine, algaecides, 
biocides, water conditioners and other chemicals 
in pool water can be toxic to fish and other aquatic 
life.

Follow these tips to prevent harm to the 
environment and comply with city regulations:

• Allow chlorine to dissipate for a few days 
before discharge

• Verify water is de-chlorinated with a pool 
test kit

• Drain onto your property where the water can 
soak in and will not flood adjacent property

• NEVER discharge filter backwash to the street 
or storm sewers!

Stop That Pollution!
You may not pour oil down the storm drain but your other 
daily activities may be polluting the local stream. Yard 
debris, including leaves and other organic plant material 
like shrubbery trimmings and grass clippings, are a 
significant source of stormwater pollution. This debris 
can clog culverts, storm drains, and 
pipes, causing flooding. Debris can 
carry fertilizers and pesticides from 
your yard and deposit them in streams 
and ponds. Piles of leaves and grass 
clippings will overload a stream's ability to 

process leaf litter, causing nutrient 
pollution and oxygen depletion. 
Remember only rain down the storm 
drain!  Report illicit discharges, leaks 
and spills to the Stormwater Hotline, (580)581-3565.  

Got Flood Insurance? 
It's important to have protection from floods 
associated with heavy rains, but standard 
homeowners insurance does not cover it.  In 1968, 
Congress created the National Flood Insurance 
Program (NFIP) to help provide 
a means for property owners to 
financially protect themselves. 
You can purchase flood insurance 
even if you do not live in the 
floodplain. Lawton participates in the 
Community Rating System (CRS) and 
NFIP which allows homeowners, renters, 
and business owners to receive a 20% 
discount on flood insurance. Learn more 
at www.floodsmart.gov.
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Stormwater Has A New Website
Information about stormwater regulations, 
program updates and upcoming projects 
can be found online at 

“Like" the City of Lawton Environmental Service's 
facebook page to receive conservation and 
pollution prevention tips.

http://www.cityof.lawton.ok.us/strm.htm.

Give Stormy and the Area Creeks a Hand
Get involved by participating in a stream clean-
up or storm drain marking event.  
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WHAT IS STORMWATER? 

WHERE DOES STORMWATER CONTAMINANTS COME FROM?

Stormwater is water that originates during precipitation events. Stormwater 

that does not soak into the ground becomes surface runoff, which either 

flows directly into surface waterways or is channeled into storm sewers, 

which eventually discharge to surface waters.
Stormwater is of concern for two main issues: one related to the volume and 

timing of runoff water (flooding) and the other related to potential 

contaminants that the water is carrying (water pollution).

Stormwater is also a resource and ever growing in importance as the world's 

human population demand exceeds the availability of readily available water.

The main source of contamination of stormwater runoff is the urban 

environment. Many streams suffer from increased phosphorus and nitrogen 

concentrations due to the fertilizers and pesticides that have been applied on 

our lawns, parks, and landscaped areas. Another major source of stormwater 

contamination is our roadways. Brake and tire dust (as well as oils and other 

petroleum by-products) from our vehicles accumulate on the pavement 

surface until a good rain comes and washes it away. Urban surfaces have 

also played a significant role in the increased concentrations of metals 

(specifically cadmium, chromium, copper, lead, manganese, nickel and zinc) 

that have been found in our nation's waters. Sediments from construction 

sites are also considered a contaminant of stormwater runoff.

HOW CAN I HELP REDUCE STORMWATER POLLUTION?
•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•

Minimize your use of pesticides and fertilizers. Use natural or environmentally friendly chemicals instead. 
Maintain your car and make sure your tires are properly inflated. This will help prevent unnecessary wear on 
vehicle parts which could lead to an increased presence of contaminants 
on the road. Maintained vehicles will also have fewer leaks. 
Utilize stormwater harvesting techniques to capture the rainfall that lands on 
your property rather than letting it runoff. Use that water to quench the thirst 
of the vegetables in your garden or the flowers in your pots. This will also 
conserve water. 
Whenever doing construction activities such as landscaping and grading, 
utilize best management practices (BMPs) such as silt fences and sediment 
traps to minimize the negative impacts to stormwater quality.   
Properly dispose of trash in a landfill. Do not litter. Recycle whenever 
possible. Chemicals, paints, batteries, CFL bulbs, used motor oil and other 
potentially toxic substances should be disposed of properly. 
Avoid washing your car in your driveway and utilize commercial car washes instead. Use biodegradable soaps 
when at home car washing is necessary. 
Properly dispose of your pet's waste. Improper disposal can lead to contamination of local streams, lakes, and 
rivers. 
Report illicit discharges, leaks and spills to the Stormwater Hotline, (580)581-3565.  
Get involved by participating in a stream clean-up or storm drain marking event
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Local artists are invited to help educate Lawton about stormwater 
management by participating in the artistic rain barrel program. 

...into a masterpiece!

Artistic Rain Barrel Program
Beautiful Barrels For A Beautiful TomorrowBeautiful Barrels  For A Beautiful Tomorrow

Registration and Barrel 
Collection

 March  2014

Barrel Return
April 28,  2014

Barrel Display
Arts for All Festival

May 9-11, 2014

Registration Fee $10 Per Barrel

Artist Receives 
Proceeds from Sale

Applications are available on the City website, 
www.cityof.lawton.ok.us, City Hall, 212 SW 9th 
Street and Stormwater Management, 2100 SW 
6th St. 

Artists can collect barrels between March 3rd 
and April 14th while supplies last.  Completed 
barrels must be returned to the City by April 
28th. Barrel pick-up and drop-off location is 2100 
SW 6th Street between 7am and 3pm.

Barrels will be on display from May 9th to May 
11th at the Lawton Arts for All Festival  

The artist may choose to sell the rain barrel 
during the festival with the profit going back to 
the artist.   Each artist may set their own asking 
price.  Interested buyers will be given the artist’s 
information to arrange purchase.  The Artists can 
pickup any un-purchased barrels at 2100 SW 6th 
Street May 12th -15th between 7am and 3pm. 
Any unclaimed barrels will become property of 
the City of Lawton.

Turn a plain barrel...



Got Flood Insurance? 

It's important to have protection 

from floods associated with 

h e a v y  r a i n s ,  b u t  s t a n d a r d  

homeowners insurance does not 

cover it.  In 1968, Congress created 

the National Flood Insurance 

Program (NFIP) to help provide a means 

for property owners to financially protect 

themselves. You can purchase flood 

insurance even if you do not live in the 

floodplain. Lawton participates in the 

Community Rating System (CRS) and NFIP which 

allows homeowners, renters, and business owners to 

receive a 20% discount on flood insurance. Learn 

more at www.floodsmart.gov.
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Give Stormy and the Area Creeks a Hand

 

Get involved by participating in a stream 
clean-up or storm drain marking event. 
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Stormwater Has A New Website
Information about stormwater regulations, program 
updates and upcoming projects can be found 
online at http://www.cityof.lawton.ok.us/strm.htm.

“Like" the City of Lawton Environmental Service's            
facebook page to receive conservation and pollution 
prevention tips.

Now that we've enjoyed our pools, let's make sure stormy and his friends still get to enjoy theirs!  If you drain your 
pool or filter backwash to storm drains, the discharge goes directly to local creeks with no treatment! Chlorine, 
bromine,  algaecides, biocides, water conditioners and other chemicals in pool water can be toxic to fish and  
other aquatic life.

Follow these tips to prevent harm to the environment and                                                                                                                      
comply with city regulations:

• Allow chlorine to dissipate for a few days before discharge

• Verify water is de-chlorinated with a pool test kit

• Drain onto your property where the water can soak in 
and will not flood adjacent property

• NEVER discharge filter backwash to the street 
or storm sewers!

Stormy's Tidbits for a Better Tomorrow



THEME:
DEADLINE:
DROP OFF SITE:

ELIGIBILITY:

RULES:

JUDGING:

AWARDS:

 
 

 

 

 

 

From street to stream, keep it clean

th
Lawton Public Library, 110 SW 4  Street

thCity Hall, 212 SW 9  Street
rdPublic Works Administration Building, 2202 SW 3  Street

thKindergarten – 5  Grade

1. All posters should be on poster board size 11” x 14”.  Posters not on poster
board will be disqualified.

2. Students may use crayons, watercolors, poster paints, markers, ink, and pencils
3. Students must work on posters individually; collaborated work will be

disqualified.
4. Only original artwork will be accepted.  Reproduction of popular cartoon

characters or other copyrighted information as well as three-dimensional 
work will not be accepted.

5. The Students Name, Grade, Teacher, School, Home Address, Home
Telephone, and Guardians Name and E-mail must be clearly printed on the
back of the poster in black ink.

6. Posters will not be returned and will remain the property of the City of Lawton.

Judging will be based upon message, neatness, creativity, originality, 

and visual effectiveness.

All entries will receive a participation certificate.  

The top entry will receive a $50 Visa gift card, $100 Visa gift card for 
their class and a $250 Visa gift card for their school.  

th
Winner will be notified the week of January 19 .

January 9, 2015

POSTER CONTEST

From Street To Stream, Keep It Clean
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Turn Around
 Don’t Drown

Stormwater Protection and Water Conservation

S. Bunch 
Lawton Academy of Arts & Sciences 

th
4  Grade
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Visit the Stormwater Website
Information about stormwater regulations, 
program updates and upcoming projects 

can be found online at

“Like" the City of Lawton Environmental Service's    
facebook page to receive conservation and 

pollution prevention tips.

 
http://www.cityof.lawton.ok.us/strm.htm.

Flood Response and Stormwater Pollution Hotline (580) 581-3565
Stormwater Management has a 24-hour hotline for reporting flood damage and stormwater 
pollution.  Leave a message with your name, contact number, address and concern.
Staff members will follow up on the call as soon as possible. The City will collect information to 
assess the magnitude and impact of the event.

Give Stormy and the Area Creeks a Hand

Get involved

by participating

in a stream clean-up

or storm drain 

marking event.



Mosquitoes, Mosquitoes, Mosquitoes
There are over 60 species of mosquitoes in Oklahoma, but only a few species are capable of picking 
up, developing, and transmitting diseases. One way mosquitoes can be grouped is by the type of 
water (aquatic habitat) in which the larvae are found. 

Flood water mosquitoes are most often found in standing water remaining after heavy rainfalls or 
flooding. Many thousands of eggs are hatched at the same time and huge numbers of mosquitoes 
develop and emerge as adults within a few days. Species in this group bite during the evening hours 
or when disturbed in shaded wooded areas. 

Permanent water mosquitoes prefer water which has been standing three weeks or longer. This type 
of water can range from very small fresh water pools to large bodies of very polluted stagnant water. 
The mosquitoes that use this type of water lay their eggs in rafts on the water's surface. Eggs hatch 
in 24-48 hours and larval and pupal development takes from 6-10 days.

Container mosquitoes lay their eggs on or at the edge of water in containers of all types ranging 
from small cans, buckets, bird baths, flower pot bases, plugged rain gutters, poorly maintained 
water gardens to old tires. Most of these species develop from egg to adult in 7-10 days. The Asian 
Tiger Mosquito occurs in almost any kind of container and has become the most prevalent pest 
species in urban areas of Oklahoma. It readily bites humans and feeds during mid-afternoon to early 
evening. 

The City's Vector Technician is continuing to check standing water in the drainage channels and treat 
for mosquitoes using larvicides.  The problem stretches beyond the drainage canals and outside our 
jurisdiction.  Your help is needed; destroy their breeding grounds by dumping any containers of 
standing water.

Follow the following tips to ward off these nasty pests.  
• Make sure doors and window screens are in good working condition.
• Avoid being outdoors at dusk and dawn because these are times

when mosquitoes are most active.
• Wear long sleeves and pants when outdoors.
• Use a repellent containing either DEET, Picaridin, IR3535 or

Oil of Lemon Eucalyptus and remember to always follow label instructions.
• Drain any standing water around your homes, especially in rain gutters and tires.
• Most importantly, spread the word and discuss this information with others!

Mosquitoes, Mosquitoes, Mosquitoes

Comanche County Emergency Management Wants to Hear From Flood Victims
Comanche County Emergency management is preparing a report to FEMA about the damage 
from the recent flooding.  Call (580)355-0535 and provide Name, Address, Phone number, 
Type of Damage.  They are also encouraging the public to call FEMA at 1-800-621-3362 to 
register with them.
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Visit the Stormwater Website
Information about stormwater regulations, 
program updates and upcoming projects 

can be found online at

“Like" the City of Lawton Environmental Service's    
facebook page to receive conservation and 

pollution prevention tips.

 
http://www.cityof.lawton.ok.us/strm.htm.

Flood Response and Stormwater Pollution Hotline (580) 581-3565
Stormwater Management has a 24-hour hotline for reporting flood damage and stormwater 
pollution.  Leave a message with your name, contact number, address and concern.
Staff members will follow up on the call as soon as possible. 

Give Stormy and the Area Creeks a Hand
Get involved by participating in a stream clean-up or storm drain marking 

event.  The City is looking for volunteer groups interested in cleaning up 

and protecting our area streams.  The City provides all of the supplies you 

provide the manpower.  If you are interested, contact George Farris at 

gfarris@cityof.lawton.ok.us or (580)581-3424.

Media Pixel designed and installed a 
new bus wrap in May. This eye-catching 
design illustrates that anything on the 
streets can be washed into the 
d r a i n a g e  s y s t e m  a n d  
discharge into our area 
creeks.  The rolling billboard 
is used to increase public 
awareness and publicize 
stormwater impacts. 

Have You Seen the New Bus Wrap?



After presidentially declared disasters, FEMA provides funds not only to help communities rebuild but also to 
mitigate hazards.  They offer a property acquisition grant program designed to permanently remove 
structures from the floodway.  The City of Lawton is collecting information from homeowners interested in 
participating in a voluntary property acquisition program.  Those interested may complete a notice of 
voluntary interest and answer a few general questions about the property and return them to the City.  The 
City will prioritize the properties based upon flood history, damage claims and environmental goals.  If the 
City's grant application is accepted, fair market value will be paid to the owner, properties will be demolished 
and the land will be returned to green space.  For more information about the program, check out 
www.cityof.lawton.ok.us, call (580)581-3478 or email cywilliams@cityof.lawton.ok.us.

How Buyouts Work
It is important to understand that FEMA does not buy houses directly from the property owners. Acquisition or 

Buyout projects, while 75 percent funded by FEMA, are administered by the state and local communities. The 

state and local communities work together to identify areas where buyouts make the most sense. Money is 

limited and in most cases, the amount of money set aside for mitigation cannot meet all the mitigation needs 

following a disaster. States prioritize mitigation programs with input from the communities.

In a property acquisition project, the community buys private property, acquires title to it and then clears it. By 

law, that property must forever remain open space land. The community can use it to create public parks, 

wildlife refuges, etc. but it cannot sell it to private individuals nor develop it. Property acquisitions work the 

same way as any other real estate transaction. Property owners who want to sell their properties will be given 

fair prices for them. It is a terrific opportunity for people who live on or near hazard areas to get to safer ground.

Fair Compensation
Communities may offer homeowners who agree to participate in a buyout project up to the fair market value of 

the home BEFORE the disaster struck. A licensed appraiser hired by the community determines the fair 

market value.

Voluntary Participation
Buyouts are strictly voluntary. No homeowners are ever forced to relinquish their property. Homeowners who 

decide not to participate in the buyout may need to take risk reduction measures, such as elevating their 

homes.

Costs the Community Will Pay
If you choose to sell your property, the community will pay the costs usually associated with real estate 

transactions, including the appraisal, title search and, if necessary, lot survey. The community will also pay the 

closing costs. The property owner will be responsible for any mortgages, liens, etc., against their 

property...just like any other real estate sale.

Also, like any other real estate sale, you will be responsible for the moving costs and other costs associated 

with renting or buying new property. Since property acquisition relies on voluntary participation, the 

government does not pay any relocation costs.

Duplication of Benefits
Because federal funds are used to acquire property, FEMA cannot duplicate the benefits paid by one program 

with benefits from another source. This means that FEMA will require the community to subtract from the 

purchase price the amount of other assistance the individual property owner might receive for the same 

purpose. This assistance includes flood insurance and grants that are available to individuals.  However, if the 

property owner has receipts showing that the money was spent for its intended purpose (for example, 

repairing the home to make it livable again) the community will not subtract that amount documented by 

receipts.
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  Mosquitoes, Mosquitoes, Mosquitoes
There are over 60 species of mosquitoes in Oklahoma, but only a few species are capable of picking up, 
developing, and transmitting diseases. One way mosquitoes can be grouped is by the type of water (aquatic 
habitat) in which the larvae are found. 

Flood water mosquitoes are most often found in standing 
water remaining after heavy rainfalls or flooding. Many 
thousands of eggs are hatched at the same time and huge 
numbers of mosquitoes develop and emerge as adults 
within a few days. Species in this group bite during the 
evening hours or when disturbed in shaded wooded areas. 

Permanent water mosquitoes prefer water which has been 
standing three weeks or longer. This type of water can range 
from very small fresh water pools to large bodies of very 
polluted stagnant water. The mosquitoes that use this type of 
water lay their eggs in rafts on the water's surface. Eggs 
hatch in 24-48 hours and larval and pupal development 
takes from 6-10 days.

Container mosquitoes lay their eggs on or at the edge of 
water in containers of all types ranging from small cans, 
buckets, bird baths, flower pot bases, plugged rain gutters, 
poorly maintained water gardens to old tires. Most of these 
species develop from egg to adult in 7-10 days. The Asian 
Tiger Mosquito occurs in almost any kind of container and 
has become the most prevalent pest species in urban areas 
of Oklahoma. It readily bites humans and feeds during mid-
afternoon to early evening. 

The City's Vector Technician is continuing to check standing 
water in the drainage channels and treat for mosquitoes 
using larvicides.  The problem stretches beyond the drainage canals and outside our jurisdiction.  Your help 
is needed; destroy their breeding grounds by dumping any containers of standing water.

Follow the following tips to ward off these nasty pests.  
• Make sure doors and window screens are in good working condition.
• Avoid being outdoors at dusk and dawn because these are times when mosquitoes

are most active.
• Wear long sleeves and pants when outdoors.
• Use a repellent containing either DEET, Picaridin, IR3535 or Oil of Lemon Eucalyptus

and remember to always follow label instructions.
• Drain any standing water around your homes, especially in rain gutters and tires.
• Most importantly, spread the word and discuss this information with others!

Issue 13, April  - June 2016

M A N A G E M E N T



This newsletter has been sent as a courtesy. If you wish to be added to or deleted from this distribution list, 
please contact cywilliams@cityof.lawton.ok.us

STORMWATER CONTACT INFORMATION
th212 SW 9  Street • Lawton, OK 73501

(580)581-3478 Office • (580)581-3565 Hotline

Environmental Specialist – Cynthia Williams,

Stormwater Inspector – Troy Brandon,

Engineering Associate – Mike Hawkins,

Vector Technician – George Farris

 
Cywilliams@cityof.lawton.ok.us

 
Tbrandon@cityof.lawton.ok.us

 
mhawkins@cityof.lawton.ok.us

GFarris@cityof.lawton.ok.us

Visit the Stormwater Website
Information about stormwater regulations, 
program updates and upcoming projects 

can be found online at

“Like" the City of Lawton Environmental Service's    
facebook page to receive conservation and 
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Flood Response and Stormwater Pollution Hotline (580) 581-3565
Stormwater Management has a 24-hour hotline for reporting flood damage and stormwater 

pollution.  Leave a message with your name, contact number, address and concern.              
Staff members will follow up on the call as soon as possible. 

LAWN CARE
Spring is right around the corner which means it's time to start 
thinking about your lawn. Fertilizing, cutting grass, trimming trees 
and bushes all help maintain the look of your lawn but these 
methods can have a negative impact on your local streams, creeks, 
ponds and lakes. 

Stormwater runoff from lawn and gardens can transport fertilizers 
and pesticides to the street and into the nearest storm drain which 
dumps directly into a creek or stream. Disposing of grass clippings, 
leaves and limbs into storm drains and creek beds causes excessive 
algal blooms, increases flooding risk, contributes to stream bank 
erosion and is against the law! 

Here are some good lawn maintenance practices you can do to help prevent these problems. 
¡ Mow high, Mow often - it leaves a thicker healthier turf with less waste.
¡ Don't bag your grass - learn about grass cycling and composting.
¡ Sweep up your grass clippings - instead of blowing it down or across the street.
¡ Use fertilizer sparingly - have the soil tested, follow application directions.
¡ Don't apply fertilizer if rain is expected - watch the weather forecast.
¡ Keep chemicals off solid surfaces - sweep up spills, mix chemicals on the lawn -

never hose down spills.
¡ Avoid over watering - most turf grasses only need ¾" - 1" of water per week.
¡ Keep sprinklers adjusted properly to water the lawn, not the street.

You have a direct affect on your local waterways. The effects of bad lawn maintenance practices can 
contaminate your recreational and drinking waters. Water is life! We all need clean water to live and all the 
water we have now is all the water we will ever have. 

Give Stormy and the Area Creeks a Hand...
Get involved by participating in a stream 

clean-up or storm drain marking event.  
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Pool Discharge 
As you start closing down your pools, it is important to use best management practice to ensure that you 
are draining your pools in a way that is environmentally friendly. When chlorinated water enters the 
environment, the chemicals in the water can be toxic to 
wildlife, and can make wildlife sick. 
To prevent this, always test your pool water to make sure it is 
dechlorinated before draining your pool. The water's pH level 
should be between 6.5 and 8.5. Discharge the dechlorinated 
water across gravel or grass if at all possible. This allows the 
water to be filtered before entering storm drains. Never allow 
water that you are discharging to flow onto another person's 
property without first getting permission. Also, never clean 
pool filters in the streat, or where the runoff water can enter 
storm drains.
For more information regarding pool maintenance and 
discharge, call the Stormwater Management Office for the City of Lawton at (580) 581-3478.

Pet Waste
When it rains, stormwater runoff carries pollutants that are on the ground to storm drains, which carry 
that polluted water to local creeks. One source of stormwater pollution is pet waste that is left on the 
ground and washed away by rain. Once pet waste is in the creek, it has many adverse affects. First, the 
waste can carry a host of harmful bacteria and parasites that can harm both wildlife and humans with 
diseases such as Salmonella, Giardia, and Campylobacter. Also, the bacteria within the waste consume 
oxygen within the water, taking away from the wildlife, and can suffocate fish by reducing the amount of 
oxygen available to them.

To prevent this pollution, make sure that you always pick up 
your pets waste. Utilize scoopers to make pet waste less 
strenuous and more sanitary. Pet waste should either be 
thrown away in a trash receptacle, or flushed down the toilet. 
You should not add pet waste to compost piles, as it will not 
get hot enough to kill disease causing organisms. 
Additionally, to make a bigger difference in your community, 
inform other pet owners of the dangers of water pollution by 
pet waste and tell them how to help lessen the effects.

FIRST SUNDAY IN NOVEMBER

Daylight Saving Time ends

FALL BACK
FALL BACK

DON’T FORGET!
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Fats Oils and Grease
When homeowners dump fats, oils, and grease down their home drains, they are inadvertently 
contributing to stormwater pollution. When these substances, known as FOGs, are discharged into 
sewage drains, they coat drainage pipes and cause build up. Once there is enough build up of FOGs, a 
blockage can occur, and sewage backs up onto streets. Once in streets, sewage can enter storm drains, 
which carry that sewage to area creeks. The effects of this can be very damaging to the environment and to 
wildlife. Once exposed to creeks, sewage can cause death and illness in wildlife. The harmful bacteria use 
up oxygen within the creek leaving less for wildlife. Additionally, the nitrogen and phosphorus within the 
sewage promote the growth of toxic algae blooms and the sewage makes the creeks unsafe for 
recreational purposes such as swimming or fishing.

There are a few things homeowners can do to prevent this pollution. First and foremost, never dump fats, 
oils, or grease down your home drains. Instead, store them in a sealed container with a substance like cat 
litter or coffee grounds, and then throw the container away when it is full. Also, wipe plates and silverware 
that have any FOG residue on them with a paper towel before washing them in your sink

Flood Response and Stormwater Pollution Hotline (580) 581-3565
Stormwater management has a 24-hour hotline for reporting flood damage and stormwater 
pollution. Leave a message with your name, contact number, address and concern. Staff 
members will follow up on the call as soon as possible. The City will collect information to assess 
the magnitude and impact of the event. 

• As the seasons change and it gets colder outside, still make 
sure you are picking up your pet's waste frequently. Scoop the 
poop so you don't pollute

• When making holiday meals such as turkey and roast, never 
dispose of excess grease or oil in your sink. Keep them in a 
sealed container, and dispose of the container once it is full.

• If you find yourself cleaning your house in preparation for 
guests, make sure to never dispose of chemicals and cleaners 
in storm drains. Share them with neighbors and friends, or 
dispose of them at Trash Off, which is held in April

Stormy's Tips for Clean Stormwater during the Holidays:
dd

d

dd

d
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