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2006 Artist and Filmmakers

ART WITHOUT RESERVATION 2: CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN INDIAN ARTIST AND
FILMMAKERS FROM OKLAHOMA

The public is invited to a very special evening of art and film, Friday April 7" at the Museum of the Great
Plains for MarketFest 2006. The evening begins at 6:30 pm with a reception for the artists and filmmakers
so that the public can meet them. The gallery talks with the artist start at 7:00 pm. Then at 7:45 pm the
filmmakers will present their films. After each film a question and answer session will follow. We are very
appreciative of the following sponsors for this event; National Endowment for the Arts, Oklahoma Arts
Council, City of Lawton, Museum of the Great Plains, Lawton Arts and Humanities Council, Baymont Inns
and Suites, Springhill Suites, and the Red Lion Hotel. Also, a note of thanks to the Museum of Arts and
Design for their assistance and for recognizing the contributions of our Oklahoma American Indian Artists.

ARTISTS EXHIBIT AND GALLERY TALK
There will be an exhibit of artwork and gallery talks by some of the American Indian Artists from
Oklahoma that are in the New York’s Museum of Arts and Design’s “Changing Hands: Art Without
Reservation 2” exhibit. The New York exhibit focuses on the work of American Indian artists whom are
breaking new ground within their respective cultural communities and challenging stereotype ideas of
what has been defined as American Indian Art. The evening’s featured artists are Juanita Pahdopony,
Ron Anderson, and Dan Worcester. The Museum of Arts and Design’s exhibit is touring nationally and
the only stop in Oklahoma will be at the Philbrook Museum in Tulsa in 2007.

Juanita Pahdopony, AA, BA, and M.Ed. — In addition to her work as an artist she has extensive
teaching experience and has served as both guest lecturer and curator. Her work has been shown in
numerous group exhibits and solo exhibits. She was featured in a recent solo show at the American
Indian Community House, New York. She currently teaches classes at the Comanche Nation College.

Ron Anderson, BFA — He has pursued graduate studies in Native American Art History at the
University of New Mexico. Anderson is known for this mixed-media paintings and large-scale sculptural
installations. His work has been shown in numerous group shows, primarily in Oklahoma, Arizona, and
New Mexico, in solo exhibitions at institutes such as the Gilcrease Museum, Tulsa, OK; Colorado River
Historical Museum, Bullhead City, AZ.; and the Albuquerque Museum of Arts and History, NM.

Dan Worcester — A Chickasaw Bladesmith, raised in Southwest Oklahoma. Worcester attended
Bladesmithing School in Washington, Arkansas, the site of the original Bowie Knife. He creates each
knife by hand. Choosing handle composition from the exotic to the “found” materials he brings both
together to form what he calls functional art. “When | can blend both beauty and function, be it a
traditional or contemporary piece, | feel a great sense of personal satisfaction.” Dan’s works have won
many awards at major art shows, including Gallup, Red Earth, and Santa Fe’s Indian Art Market.
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FILMS AND FILMMAKERS SESSIONS
Three films made by American Indian filmmakers from Oklahoma will be featured. The films are “Cane
Music” a six minute stop-action Claymation about a Cherokee traditional story, “The Great American
Footrace” a sixty minute documentary by Dan Bigbee Jr. and Lilly Shangreaux of BIG Productions, and
“Pahdopony: See How Deep the Water Is”, a 21 minute film about artist, activist, and educator, Juanita
Pahdopony by Annette Arkeketa of Hokte Productions.

Cane Music (6 min. Stop-action Claymation), Cherokee Language w/English Subtitles, 2005 Fort
Gibson Public Schools Bilingual Education & Indian Education, under the instruction of Nathan Young
Cane music is a story about the origin of the cane flute. When the birds fly south for the winter Ahawi
(Deer) misses their sounds and wants to know if anyone else can sing like the birds. With the help of
other animals and Uguku (Owl), Ahawi learns the secret of music. All of the animation, sculpture,
speaking and music was created by Fort Gibson High School Students.

Filmmaker Biography

Nathan Young (Pawnee/Delaware/Kiowa), an Artist and Filmmaker working in Tahlequah, Oklahoma. He
is a 2005 Program for Media Artists Fellow (formerly the Rockefeller Fellowship for Media Artists). His
current production nearing completion is the documentary, Creating Space for Culture and History in
Indian Health Care, a project funded by the National Indian Women’s Health Resource Center and The
California Endowment. Nathan is also producing a High Definition Pawnee language animation Kits-ta-
rux-ti: The Wonderful River, a story of the origin of Pawnee Medicine Societies. Nathan is the founder of
Native Airspace Productions.

The Great American Footrace (I hr), BIG Productions, documents an extraordinary 3,422-mile
cross-country trek in 1928, won by 19-year-old Cherokee Indian Andy Payne, the shy son of an
Oklahoma farmer who entered the race because "l just thought | could do it." Dubbed "the Bunion Derby"
by sports writers of the day, this was a grueling competition in which 199 runners attempted to cross the
United States. Facing scorching temperatures, intermittent supplies of food and water, competing without
modern running shoes or equipment, only 55 men finished the 84-day race from Los Angeles to New
York. Visit www.itvs.org/footrace/index.htm

BIG Productions Biographies

Dan Bigbee, Jr., Co-Producer and Director, Dan is Comanche Indian from Oklahoma. He is producer,
director, editor, videographer, writer, and engineer for the company. He has additional training from the U.
S. Navy Photography School and has worked for over 16 years in and around various media including
television, radio and video. Prior to establishing BIG Productions Dan worked for several institutes of
higher education, including Cameron University, Lawton, Oklahoma; Oklahoma State University; the
University of Nebraska-Lincoln, and Kearney State College, Kearney, Nebraska. He served these
institutions in many capacities from engineering to production crew.

Lily E. Shangreaux, Co-Producer and Writer, Oglala Lakota from South Dakota. Born and raised on the
Pine Ridge Reservation in South Dakota, Lily was one of the first women admitted as a freshman, in
1970, to Princeton University. She began her video career in 1993, when she and Dan Bigbee founded
BIG Productions. Since the founding of the company Lily has written and produced most of the
company’s projects.

“Pahdopony: See How Deep the Water Is”(21 min.), Hokte Productions, biographical
documentary about Comanche artist, educator, and activist Juanita Pahdopony. Hokte Productions
was formed by Annette Arkeketa to promote American Indian leaders, educators, artists, and other
American Indian role models through the visual medium of film and video. Other Hokte Productions
include “Muh-duh’ Kee: Put Them Back” and “Intrinsic Spirit: The Artway of Jimmy Pena”.

Hokte Productions Biography:

Annette Arkeketa, BBA, Central State University, MA Texas A & M University, Corpus Christi, She is also
a professional playwright and has just recently formed a new Lawton community American Indian theatre
organization with the help and support of Comanche Nation College. Her plays have been performed in
Tulsa, Oklahoma; Lawrence, Kansas; New York, New York; and Santa Fe, New Mexico.



